GENEALOGICAL  CLASSIFICATION  OF LANGUAGES.  281

5) is dated A. D. 1323,1 so that there was ample
room for later additions and alterations.

PehlevL

One important help for checking the text of the

A vesta and to a certain extent establishing its age,
is found in the Pehlevi translations made under the
Sassanian dynasty. Pehlevi is the name given to
the language of Persia after the collapse of the Achae-
menian dynasty. The language of the Cuneiform
inscriptions of the Ach^eraenian dynasty docs not
represent a direct continuation of Zend. In some
respects the language of Darius is really more primi-
tive than Zend, in others Zend is more primitive
than the language of Darius.2 This can be accounted
for, if we look upon Zend as the sacred language
of the Magi, or the priesthood of Media which,
though closely allied to the dialect spoken in Persia,
was never the spoken language of that country.3
When after the time of the Achcemenian inscrip-
tions, we meet again with the language of Persia,
we find it Pehlevi, the language of the Sassanian
dynasty. The interval of five centuries is a blank
as far as language is concerned. The first evi-
dence of a new language and a new alphabet are
certain Pehlevi inscriptions (third century A. D.),4 and
a literature consisting of (1) translations of Avesta

1 West, in S. 3.E., vol. v. p. xxi.

3  Dannenteter., Eludes Iiwiien-nes, p. 9.

8 See Darmesteter, in S. B. E., vol. iv. p. xxxvi.

4  Mr. West (p. 424) mentions a legend on a coin of AM Zoharaft,
satrap of Cilicia (350 B.C.) ; and Dr. Hang imagined he had discovered
a Pehlevi inscrijptiun on a tablet of Nineveh.